
              

REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION  
OF SOUTHERN NEVADA 

  
Notice and Agenda of Public Meeting 

  
SOUTHERN NEVADA STRONG STEERING 

COMMITTEE 
  

Thursday, October 31, 2024, at 10:30 AM 
  

RTC Administration Building 
600 S. Grand Central Parkway, Room 108 

Las Vegas, NV 89106 
(702) 676-1500 

  
The Regional Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada (RTC) encourages citizen participation at its public meetings. 
During the initial Citizens Participation, any citizen may address the Southern Nevada Strong Steering Committee 
(Committee) on an item featured on the agenda. During the final Citizens Participation, any citizen may address the 
Committee on matters within the Committee’s jurisdiction, but not necessarily featured on the agenda. No vote can be 
taken on a matter not listed on the posted agenda; however, the Committee can direct that the matter be placed on a 
future agenda. The Chair must recognize each citizen. When called on by the Chair, the citizen is asked to approach the 
microphone at the podium, to state his or her name, and to spell the last name for the record. Comments will be limited 
to three minutes for both citizens participation comment periods. The RTC appreciates the time citizens devote to be 
involved in this important process.  
  
Please note that the RTC will no longer read aloud public comments received via email. Any public comments received via 
email will be included only in the written record. Written public comments relating to the RTC may be submitted via email 
to PublicComments@rtcsnv.com to be included in the written record of the meeting. 
  
The RTC keeps the official record of all proceedings of the meeting. In order to maintain a complete and accurate record, 
copies of documents used during presentations should be submitted to the Recording Secretary. 
  
The meeting room is accessible to the disabled. Assistive listening devices are available for the hearing impaired.  A sign 
language interpreter for the deaf will be made available with 48 hours advance request to the RTC offices. Additional 
language interpretation services are available upon request with a 48-hour advance notice to the RTC. Phone: (702) 676-
1500 or TDD: (702) 676-1834. 
  
This agenda, including the supporting materials, is available at the RTC Administration Building, 600 S. Grand Central 
Parkway, Las Vegas, Nevada, 89106; the RTC’s website, www.rtcsnv.com; or by contacting Jennifer King by calling (702) 
676-1698 or by email at kingj@rtcsnv.com. 
 
In compliance with Nevada Revised Statute 241.035(4), the RTC shall create an audio and/or video recording of the 
meeting and retain such recording(s) for the required period of time. 
  
 This meeting has been properly noticed and posted in the following locations: at the RTC Administration Building, 600 S. 
Grand Central Parkway, Las Vegas, Nevada, 89106; on the RTC Website at www.rtcsnv.com; and on the Nevada Public 
Notice site at https://notice.nv.gov.   
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Please be advised that the Southern Nevada Strong Steering Committee has the discretion to take items on 
the agenda out of order, combine two or more agenda items for consideration, remove an item from the 
agenda, or delay discussion relating to an item on the agenda any time. 

 
1. Conduct a comment period for citizens participation 

Initial Citizens Participation - Pdf 
 
2. Approve the Minutes: Meeting of July 25, 2024 (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 

SNS Minutes 2024-07-25 
MINUTES BACKUP: Item 03 - Underutilized Lands Inventory 
MINUTES BACKUP: Item 04 - Draft Ivanpah Valley Future Land Use Study 
MINUTES BACKUP: Item 05 - 2025 Legislative Session 
MINUTES BACKUP: Item 07 - SNS Future Dates 

 
3. Receive a presentation on the 2024 community listening sessions facilitated by the Nevada 

Environmental Justice Coalition with support from the Regional Transportation Commission of 
Southern Nevada’s Metropolitan Planning Organization (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION)  
Nevada Environmental Justice Coalition-Southern Nevada Strong Listening Sessions - Pdf 

 
4. Receive a presentation on the Southern Nevada Strong Underutilized Lands Inventory map results and 

through an interactive discussion, identify future map features and potential opportunities to facilitate 
redevelopment (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION)  
Southern Nevada Strong Underutilized Lands Inventory - Pdf 

 
5. Receive a presentation on the Southern Nevada Strong Regional Plan update and provide feedback on 

the work plan, community engagement plan framework, and kick-off event (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 
Southern Nevada Strong Regional Plan - Pdf 

 
6. Provide an update on and discusses current and future grant opportunities and coordination efforts 

between regional partners 
Southern Nevada Strong Grant Opportunities and Coordination - Pdf 

 
7. Share updates on the 83rd (2025) Session of the Nevada Legislature bill drafts and policy changes 

related to regional planning and identify opportunities for collaboration (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 
2025 Nevada Legislative Session – Regional Planning Coordination - Pdf 

 
8. Share current work activities and priorities related to implementation of the Southern Nevada Strong 

Regional Plan 
Regional Plan Implementation Updates - Pdf 

 
9. Identify future Southern Nevada Strong Steering Committee meeting dates, location(s), and agenda 

items (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 
Southern Nevada Strong Steering Committee Role and Future Meetings - Pdf 

 
10. Conduct a comment period for citizens participation 

Final Citizens Participation - Pdf 
  



 

REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION OF SOUTHERN NEVADA 

Agenda Item 
 
Subject: Initial Citizens Participation 

Petitioner:  Andrew Kjellman, Senior Director of Metropolitan Planning Organization, RTC 

Recommendation 
by Petitioner: 

Conduct a comment period for citizens participation 

Goals:  Support regional planning efforts to improve economic vitality and education and 
invest in complete communities  

Meeting: Southern Nevada Strong Steering Committee - Oct 31 2024 

 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
None by this action 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
In accordance with State of Nevada Open Meeting Law, the Regional Transportation Commission of 
Southern Nevada (RTC) Southern Nevada Strong (SNS) Steering Committee shall invite interested persons 
to make comments.  For the initial Citizens Participation, the public should address items on the current 
agenda.  For the final Citizens Participation, interested persons may make comments on matters within the 
SNS Steering Committee’s jurisdiction, but not necessarily on the current agenda.  
  
No action can be taken on any matter discussed under this item, although the SNS Steering Committee can 
direct that it be placed on a future agenda. 
 

Agenda Item #1.



MINUTES 
SOUTHERN NEVADA STRONG STEERING COMMITTEE 

REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION OF SOUTHERN NEVADA 
JULY 25, 2024 

These minutes are prepared in compliance with NRS 241.035.  Text is in summarized rather than verbatim format.   
For complete contents, please refer to meeting recordings on file at the Regional Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada. 

 
THIS MEETING WAS PROPERLY NOTICED AND POSTED 

IN THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS ON JULY 18, 2024 
 

RTC 

600 S. Grand Central Pkwy. 

Las Vegas, NV  89106 

RTC Website 

www.rtcsnv.com 

Nevada Public Notice 

https://notice.nv.gov 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chair Zane Marshall, Southern Nevada Water Authority, called the meeting to order at 10:31 a.m. in 
Meeting Room 108 of the Regional Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada Administration 
Building. 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Zane Marshall, Chair, Southern Nevada Water Authority 
Sami Real, Vice Chair, Clark County Comprehensive Planning 
Nicole Bungum, Southern Nevada Health District 
David Damore, The Lincy Institute and Brookings Mountain West 
Jared Luke, City of North Las Vegas (Alternate) 
Rebecca Kapuler, Nevada Department of Transportation 
M.J. Maynard, Regional Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada 
Michael Mays, City of Boulder City 
Tick Segerblom, Regional Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada Board Liaison  
Annamarie Smith, City of Henderson (Alternate) 
Marco Velotta, City of Las Vegas (Alternate) 
Minjia (Minja) Yan, Urban Land Institute (Alternate) 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Rick Baldwin, Clark County School District  
Shawn Gerstenberger, University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
Tina Quigley, Las Vegas Global Economic Alliance  
Janet Quintero, United Way of Southern Nevada  
 
VACANT: 
Vacant, Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco  
Vacant, Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department 
Vacant, Southern Nevada Regional Housing Authority  
Vacant, Conservation District of Southern Nevada 
Vacant, Southern Nevada Regional Planning Coalition 

 
RTC STAFF: 
Deb Reardon, Manager of Regional Planning 
Miguel Davila, Senior Regional Planner 
Michelle Larime, Senior Regional Planner 
Jennifer King, Management Analyst 
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INTERESTED PARTIES: 
Kelliann Beavers, The Lincy Institute and Brookings Mountain West 
Teresa Bell, Sierra Club Toiyabe Chapter 
Tracy Bower, DRI 
Carlos Fernandez, American Institute of Architects (AIA) 
Martin Gies, Clark County (Alternate) 
Maddie Gugino, Kaempfer Crowell 
Andrew Kjellman, Regional Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada (Alternate) 
Tom Morley, ACC 
Laura Sida, Regional Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada 
Jared Bilberry, Regional Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada 
Jacob Snow, AtkinsRealis 
Jackie Spicer, Nevada Environmental Justice Coalition 
Vinny Spotleson, Sierra Club Toiyabe Chapter 
 

Item: 
1. Conduct a comment period for citizens participation 

Comments: 
Vinny Spotleson, Sierra Club Toiyabe Chapter, provided the following comment: 
Hi I just don’t know if I’ll be able to make it to the end of the meeting. My name is Vinny Spotleson, 468 
Lennox Drive, Clark County. I’m commenting on the Joint Land Use Study for the proposed sprawl down 
to Jean that would be incorporated into the Southern Nevada Economic Development and 
Conservation Act. So, I just think there’s a couple really important things that are missing from this 
Study that make it functionally useless for us. And that is, the traffic is not studied into Vegas for the 
weekends, and so, our economy, economic diversification is fine, although I’d take issue with some of 
the manufacturing discussions that have been contemplated, but we need to be able to get people in 
here on the weekends and get people out. That’s where we make our money, alright? This Joint Land 
Use Study does not analyze those impacts of travelers coming in from Southern California. The other 
major thing missing is the water. I think that we heard a number in the presentation of 25 million 
gallons of consumptive use a day. That would be a quarter of our allocation out of the Colorado River. I 
don’t think that’s possible. But if there is a water footprint of this future sprawl that even approaches 
anything like that, this project can’t happen, and we need to voice those concerns to the County 
Commission and to the federal delegation. Sprawl is bad for a number of other reasons. It’s bad for 
transportation, it’s bad for pollution, it’s bad for all kinds of other stuff that we’ve submitted and that 
you have probably heard us talk about. But I just really think that that’s really important and what I’d 
like to see is this committee, you know, in a respectful way, make that point to our County 
Commissioners, to the City of Henderson, and to our federal delegation, so that we’re not wasting our 
time on bad legislation that’s leading us down the wrong path. Thank you. 

Motion: 
No motion was necessary. 

Vote/Summary: 
No vote was taken. 

 

Item: 
2. Approve the Minutes: Meeting of April 25, 2024 (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 

Comments: 
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No comments were made. 

Motion: 
Mr. David Damore, The Lincy Institute and Brookings Mountain West, motioned to approve the 
minutes of the April 25, 2024, meeting. 

Vote/Summary: 
12 Ayes. 0 Nays. The motion carried. 
Ayes: Zane Marshall, Sami Real, Nicole Bungum, David Damore, Jared Luke, Rebecca Kapuler, M.J. 
Maynard, Michael Mays, Tick Segerblom, Annamarie Smith, Marco Velotta, Minjia (Minja) Yan 
Nays: None 
Absent: Rick Baldwin, Shawn Gerstenberger, Tina Quigley, Janet Quintero 

 

Item: 
3. Provide input on the Southern Nevada Strong Underutilized Lands Inventory (FOR POSSIBLE 

ACTION) 

Comments: 
Following a detailed PowerPoint presentation [attached], Mr. Miguel Davila, Senior Regional Planner 
for the Regional Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada (RTC), provided an update on the 
Southern Nevada Strong (SNS) Underutilized Lands Inventory (Inventory). He began by reviewing the 
regional goals of the SNS Regional Plan as they relate to the Inventory, also known as the infill map. 
The primary goals include improving economic competitiveness and education, increasing 
transportation choice, investing in complete communities, and building capacity for implementation. 
Each of these themes is related to infill development. The Inventory will assess three categories: 
completely vacant land, underutilized land, and undevelopable land. Mr. Davila explained that this 
planning is informed by a variety of efforts and showcased a map of projected growth through 2050. 
 
Mr. Davila said that next steps include a stakeholder meeting on August 22, 2024, followed by a final 
draft of the infill map by October 2024. He then reviewed some of the insights gained from the 
previous stakeholder meeting on June 12. Key topics included suggested geographic areas for 
development, suggested goals of the Inventory, and input from stakeholders on what other focus 
areas may be worth exploring.  
 
Mr. Vinny Spotleson, Sierra Club Toiyabe Chapter, asked if the area around City Hall in Downtown 
North Las Vegas was included. Mr. Jared Luke, City of North Las Vegas, confirmed that his jurisdiction 
has a $300 million redevelopment project underway around Lake Mead. Mr. Tick Segerblom, RTC 
Board Liaison, mentioned the referenced cutoff of 20 acres in the data. Mr. Davila said that the 20-
acre threshold was established in a previous study sponsored by the Governor’s Office of Economic 
Development, but that the upcoming infill map complements previous analyses and does not have 
this restriction. Mr. Davila added that it would be helpful for any entities who plan to work with 
developers to reach out to planning teams and discuss use cases and parcel size thresholds. Mr. 
Segerblom mentioned that the Clark County School District is considering some housing projects.  
 
Ms. Jackie Spicer, Nevada Environmental Justice Coalition, asked if the westside is included in 
planning. Mr. Davila confirmed it is, noting that some information has been omitted from the 
presentation. 
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Ms. Kelliann Beavers, The Lincy Institute and Brookings Mountain West, asked if there are any plans to 
incentivize developers toward certain types of projects. Mr. Davila replied that there are and some 
incentive discussions have already occurred. However, more specific tactics are being considered in 
the SNS Regional Plan update.  
 
Ms. Theresa Bell, Sierra Club Toiyabe Chapter, asked if larger parking lots in the region are being 
reviewed. Mr. Davila confirmed that these opportunities are being considered.  
 
Ms. Minja Yan, Urban Land Institute, stated that ownership issues for each land parcel are important 
to consider as they would affect partnership structures. Mr. Davila agreed and added that the 
information is being reviewed carefully to balance transparency and ownership privacy. 
 
Chair Zane Marshall, Southern Nevada Water Authority, brought up the issue of electrification of 
transportation in the community, noting that charging stations and infrastructure are barriers to 
adoption. He asked if infill could promote more solar investments in the area. Mr. Davila replied that it 
could, though specific electric vehicle assessments would need to be performed in another study, as 
this program is intended to help coordinate and connect existing efforts. 
 
Vice Chair Sami Real, Clark County Comprehensive Planning, mentioned that for public land, certain 
parcels might appear suitable for development but have reservations on them. She said these issues 
will need to be considered as well. Mr. Davila agreed and noted that the mapping efforts have 
incorporated some of these concerns. Additionally, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) will be 
reached out to for more information.   
 
Mr. Davila reviewed how the goals and priorities of stakeholders are included to ensure no important 
pieces are missed. He asked if the SNS Steering Committee members had any additional feedback to 
include. 
 
Mr. David Damore, The Lincy Institute and Brookings Mountain West, agreed with Chair Marshall that 
community solar would be an important goal to incorporate. Ms. Annamarie Smith, City of Henderson, 
noted that it would be helpful to explore grant opportunities in this area as well. Ms. M.J. Maynard, 
RTC, added that transit-oriented development grants could be beneficial.  
 
Mr. Marco Velotta, City of Las Vegas, mentioned that his jurisdiction had done community solar and 
noted that it would be helpful to pair energy projects with other real estate developments. 
 
Ms. Beavers mentioned that goals should also incorporate considerations for walkability and 
pedestrian concerns. 
 
Ms. Yan brought up the Reconnecting Communities program and shared that there would be other 
grant funding options beyond the scope of transit-oriented development. Mr. Davila agreed and 
noted there are a lot of avenues to explore. 
 
Mr. Davila continued, stating that the Inventory should lead to a regional understanding of what 
needs to happen to get vacant and underutilized sites ready for development. At the next stakeholder 
meeting on August 22, planners will develop a draft definition of “underutilized land” as a foundation 
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for future efforts. Available and missing data will also be reviewed and collected from entities to 
develop a comprehensive infill draft map. He noted there were many constraints as a region, but 
there are also many opportunities. He encouraged all Steering Committee members to reach out to 
SNS planners to discuss further.  

Motion: 
No motion was necessary. 

Vote/Summary: 
No vote was taken. 

 

Item: 
4. Provide input on the draft Ivanpah Valley Future Land Use Study led by Clark County and the City 

of Henderson (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 

Comments: 
Following a detailed PowerPoint presentation [attached], Mr. Martin Gies, Clark County, provided an 
update on the the Ivanpah Valley Future Land Use Study (Study). Mr. Gies provided a high-level 
overview of the Study, noting it is a joint project by Clark County and the City of Henderson to develop 
a unified, comprehensive vision for anticipated development in the Ivanpah Valley. He described that 
it balances various factors such as future land use typologies, transportation networks, and economic 
development to explore opportunities while it emphasizes natural resource preservation of the 
region.  
 
Mr. Gies reported that this project kicked off in July 2022. Currently, the Study is going through a 
stakeholder engagement and public comment period, set to run through the end of July. He provided 
a brief overview of the Study chapters and detailed the key sections: Existing Conditions & Future 
Forecasts, Planning Process & Analysis, Recommendations, and Implementation. Mr. Gies noted there 
are 15 written recommendations included in the Study for concepts such as housing, open space 
protection, walkability, and more. There are also dedicated recommendations for land use 
frameworks, development typologies, and design standards. Mr. Gies explained the full list of 
information and recommendations is available in the agenda backup. In terms of implementation, the 
Study looks ahead to the next 20 years, dependent on when the Southern Nevada Public Land 
Management Act boundaries might be expanded to allow development on public land. Mr. Gies 
shared that Study adoption by the Clark County Board of County Commission and City of Henderson 
City Council will tentatively occur in August 2024. 
 
Mr. Tick Segerblom, Regional Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada (RTC) Board Liaison, 
asked whether the consequences on factors, such as municipal costs for services, had been 
considered. Mr. Gies replied that that information has not been reviewed yet, though a 10 percent 
capture for population growth was assumed. He added that some extrapolation was necessary but 
that the full data available is included in the Study. 
 
Mr. Marco Velotta, City of Las Vegas, asked if any agencies had commented on the issue of water 
movement in the region. Chair Zane Marshall, Southern Nevada Water Authority (SNWA), replied that 
the SNWA and the Las Vegas Water District are directly involved with the planning and have provided 
comments. Chair Zane Marshall briefly reviewed these concerns but confirmed that developments as 
it pertains to water are being tracked. 
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Ms. M.J. Maynard, RTC, stated the need to invest in public transit and continue the index fuel tax for 
inflation because these are essential levers for managing the cost challenges of providing basic 
transportation services in the region. Growth efforts will depend on this investment. 
 
Ms. Minja Yan, Urban Land Institute, asked if there is any data on the broader community outreach 
programs that had been undertaken since their input will be essential for pulling off these large 
development plans. Ms. Annamarie Smith, City of Henderson, replied that there is a section in the 
Study that reviews the outreach methodology in more detail. Information from the general public has 
been collected and incorporated over time.  
 
Ms. Yan asked if different types of workforce destinations had been reviewed. Mr. Gies replied that 
supporting use cases, such as workforce housing for the Southern Nevada Supplemental Airport, are 
being considered.  
 
Mr. Vinny Spotleson, Sierra Club Toiyabe Chapter, brought up the Clark County population forecasts 
and mentioned the importance of examining different types of land use decisions and reviewing 
assumptions made about population growth and where it should occur.  
 
Ms. Rebecca Kapuler, Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT), stated that through the 
Interstate 15 Feasibility Study, the area from Sloan to Stateline is being examined. She said she would 
return to discuss any issues that come from this review.  
 
Ms. Deb Reardon, Manager of Regional Planning for the RTC, reported that the 2050 SNS Regional 
Plan update is underway and asked if this Study considers the full range of housing needs noted in the 
SNS Regional Plan. Mr. Gies confirmed the plan includes analyses and recommendations for different 
types of use cases. He mentioned the plan is intended to be a framework for future planning and to 
bring visibility to these issues.  
 
Mr. Miguel Davila, Senior Regional Planner for the RTC, asked about costs and whether it was 
determined who would pay for what. Mr. Gies replied that the plan examines existing funding 
mechanisms, but he was unsure if specific taxes currently levied on certain areas of Clark County 
would be used to fund new development. Chair Zane Marshall, Southern Nevada Water District, 
shared that in his view, the development community will be responsible for water infrastructure costs. 
 
Ms. Yan asked if this plan takes precedence over the infill development plan as resources would need 
to be allocated appropriately. Mr. Gies replied that the two plans should work in tandem and that no 
aspects are meant to supersede others.  

Motion: 
No motion was necessary. 

Vote/Summary: 
No vote was taken. 

 

Item: 
5. Share updates on the 83rd (2025) Session of the Nevada Legislature bill drafts and policy changes 

related to regional planning and identify opportunities for collaboration (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 

Comments: 
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Chair Zane Marshall, Southern Nevada Water Authority (SNWA), explained that in past Southern 
Nevada Strong (SNS) Steering Committee discussions, SNS Steering Committee members expressed 
interest in receiving information related to the upcoming state of Nevada legislative session.  
 
Mr. Marco Velotta, City of Las Vegas, said that the City of Las Vegas is developing its requests and will 
come before the City of Las Vegas City Council in August. He mentioned efforts to explore 
development incentives and infill strategies, with an overall focus on transit-oriented development. 
Mr. Tick Segerblom, Regional Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada (RTC) Board Liaison, 
asked if any of those initiatives are based on the recent Badlands decision. Mr. Velotta replied that it 
is not currently, though he affirmed the importance of that issue for all entities in the state.  
 
Ms. Annamarie Smith, City of Henderson, shared that the City of Henderson’s Housing Advisory 
Committee will discuss potential legislative updates at the August 29 public forum. 
 
Mr. David Damore, The Lincy Institute and Brookings Mountain West, mentioned that it could be 
valuable to coordinate with the Southern Nevada Forum to develop a regional base for policy 
proposals.  
 
Chair Marshall mentioned that the SNWA is working with a stakeholder group to identify water policy 
needs for the next session, mentioning the Interim Committee on Natural Resources, as well as a 
program to get state funding for acquisition of water rights in over-allocated basins. The SNWA is 
working to acquire sources that will substantially increase the Moapa Valley Water District’s primary 
water supply priority and reduce groundwater rights in the flow system basin by that volume. The 
SNWA will also be making minor adjustments to Assembly Bill 220 on septic tank rebates. 
 
Ms. Minja Yan, Urban Land Institute, asked if there has been any educational workshops on 
development and planning to make concepts more accessible to elected officials and stakeholders. 
Chair Marshall said the SNWA has not. Ms. Reardon added that the SNS Planning team had explored 
the idea of launching a community planning academy, though it has not been applied and some short-
term efforts to improve education can be considered. Additionally, Ms. Reardon stated that the SNS 
planners are interested in exploring opportunities for future collaborations with community-based 
organizations, noting that the SNS Steering Committee members are welcome to brainstorm ideas 
and contact planners with suggestions. 

Motion: 
No motion was necessary. 

Vote/Summary: 
No vote was taken. 

 

Item: 
6. Share current work activities and priorities related to implementation of the Southern Nevada 

Strong Regional Plan 

Comments: 
Ms. Minja Yan, Urban Land Institute (ULI), shared that the ULI’s national conference is coming to Las 
Vegas, providing a great opportunity for the area to showcase initiatives. She said the ULI will be 
collaborating with the Southern Nevada Water Authority (SNWA) to host a water symposium on 
drought strategies, among other initiatives related to equity, placemaking, and public health.  
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Mr. Marco Velotta, City of Las Vegas, reported that several items are coming in front of the City of Las 
Vegas Planning Commission soon, noting the adoption of the Kyle Canyon and inclusive development 
along the Highway 157 corridor and Northwest Beltway. He also mentioned work done on Charleston 
Boulevard and efforts toward the implementation of the region’s Master Plan.  
 
Ms. Rebecca Kapuler, Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT), shared that NDOT has many 
studies and plans in the works as part of updates to the agency’s Statewide Transportation 
Improvement Program. It will also be looking at Complete Streets policies. She said she will provide 
more specific details at the next Southern Nevada Strong Steering Committee meeting. 
 
Vice Chair Sami Real, Clark County Comprehensive Planning, mentioned work on the Joint Land Use 
Study and the Nellis Air Force Base Joint Land Use Study. Future efforts will involve updates to the 
master plan. 
 
Mr. Jared Luke, City of North Las Vegas, brought up that plans are underway to allocate 135 acres of 
land to various projects. He described regional needs and the levels of planning required to ensure 
equitability. He also brought the upcoming long-term study from the new University of Nevada, Las 
Vegas campus in North Las Vegas, as well as work with the Bureau of Land Management on 
redevelopment projects.  
 
Mr. David Damore, The Lincy Institute and Brookings Mountain West, mentioned that the Lincy 
Institute will be releasing a report on the economic and health benefits of a standalone children’s 
hospital, which will be available on September 4, 2024. 
 
Chair Zane Marshall, SNWA, explained that the SNWA is required to prepare a five-year conservation 
plan. This plan will go out for public comment next week, with anticipated approval by the SNWA 
Board (Board) in November. The SNWA is also updating the 50-year Water Resource Plan, which will 
be presented to the Board in January. He said it is also implementing conservation and rebate 
programs, particularly with respect to issues like non-functional turf. He said the rebate for this type 
of turf will be reduced in coming years with required removal by 2026. Chair Marshall also detailed 
discussions around enforcement for allocated water usage.  
 

Ms. Annamarie Smith, City of Henderson, reported that the Reimagine Boulder Highway project has 
received final approval from the City of Henderson City Council and is set to begin on August 19, 2024. 
She described some of the features and the value to the community. In terms of ongoing projects, the 
Age Friendly Action Plan draft was accepted by the City of Henderson City Council, and the University 
Area Livable Centers Study will be presented at the September City of Henderson City Council 
meeting. She also mentioned ongoing progress for the Open Space and Trails Plan and the 
Transportation and Mobility Plan. Finally, an update to the Henderson Strong Comprehensive Plan is 
also underway. 
 
Ms. Nicole Bungum, Southern Nevada Health District (SNHD), shared that the SNHD is working with 
the Regional Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada (RTC) on transportation assessments, 
bike share expansions, and increased engagement for health programs. She cited pop-up produce 
stands and funding for other pop-up demonstrations. She detailed work done with the RTC walk audit 
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and noted that the SNHD is collecting surveys for a community health needs assessment. It has also 
launched a digital program called Credible Minds as a free online mental health resource.  

Motion: 
No motion was necessary. 

Vote/Summary: 
No vote was taken. 

 

Item: 
7. Identify future Southern Nevada Strong Steering Committee meeting dates, location(s), and 

agenda items (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 

Comments: 
Ms. Deb Reardon, Manager of Regional Planning for the Regional Transportation Commission of 
Southern Nevada (RTC), mentioned that the next Southern Nevada Strong (SNS) Steering Committee 
meeting is set for October 31, 2024. Topics for discussion include updates of the infill map as well as 
the kick-off of the SNS Regional Plan, currently planned for RTC Board of Commissioners approval in 
September 2024. She said that from there, task groups and new collaborations will be formed to 
facilitate the SNS planning and implementation process. Ms. Reardon mentioned that the Chair and 
Vice Chair positions for this organizational body will be important roles. Chair Zane Marshall, Southern 
Nevada Water Authority, expressed his willingness to take on the role of Chair, though he deferred to 
any other interested members who preferred to take the mantle. 
 
Ms. Reardon then mentioned that SNS has partnered with the Nevada Environmental Justice Coalition 
for a series of listening sessions. A report on these sessions will be available soon. Ms. Nicole Bungum, 
Southern Nevada Health District, suggested adding an item for discussion on the Legislative Session. 
Ms. Reardon agreed. 

Motion: 
No motion was necessary. 

Vote/Summary: 
No vote was taken. 

 

Item: 
8. Conduct a comment period for citizens participation 

Comments: 
Ms. Jackie Spicer, Nevada Environmental Justice Coalition, made the following comment: 
Hi there, my name is Jackie Spicer, I’m with the Nevada Environmental Justice Coalition. I had two 
things. I’m not sure if you’re allowed to ask questions during public comment, but I had a question 
about, I think it would be between item number five and six. In the 2023 legislative session, Senate Bill 
169 would have required local governments to include a heat mitigation element in master planning. I 
wanted to know if that is something that is being brought back or if anyone had any updates on where 
that might be, or if heat mitigation is already something that’s being implemented in master plans for 
local governments. 
 
Mr. Marco Velotta, City of Las Vegas, replied that that issue was vetoed by the Nevada Governor. He 
explained that the issue has come back to the Southern Nevada Forum, noting that other cities and 
regions across the country have Heat Offices. However, he was unsure if this will come back up in the 
future. 
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Ms. Spicer made the following comment: 
Thank you so much. Okay, and the second item, I wanted to give public comment in response to the 
Ivanpah Valley Joint Land Use Planning. We also share concerns about how expanding the 
development of our community out to Jean could impact not only resources with transportation, water 
use, and affordable housing, but we have a lot of concerns about the way that expanding our 
community could impact the urban heat island effect within the core of the city. So, while people may 
not be paying for this on the east side and the Historic Westside with their sales tax money, people 
could be paying with their lives. Extreme heat is the deadliest natural hazard in the U.S. It kills more 
people every year than tornadoes, hurricanes, and floods combined, and so it would be remissed to not 
include extreme temperatures and the impact that expanding our city could have on people who live 
within the urban core. So, thank you very much. 

Motion: 
No motion was necessary. 

Vote/Summary: 
No vote was taken. 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:54 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Jennifer King, Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Marek Biernacinski, Transcription Secretary 
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REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION OF SOUTHERN NEVADA 

Agenda Item 
 
Subject: Nevada Environmental Justice Coalition-Southern Nevada Strong Listening Sessions  

Petitioner:  Andrew Kjellman, Senior Director of Metropolitan Planning Organization, RTC 

Recommendation 
by Petitioner: 

Receive a presentation on the 2024 community listening sessions facilitated by the 
Nevada Environmental Justice Coalition with support from the Regional 
Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada’s Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION)  

Goals:  Support regional planning efforts to improve economic vitality and education and 
invest in complete communities  

Meeting: Southern Nevada Strong Steering Committee - Oct 31 2024 

 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
None 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
The Regional Planning Team within the Regional Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada (RTC) 
joined with member organizations of the Nevada Environmental Justice Coalition (NEJC) to develop and 
facilitate 15 in person community listening sessions in Southern Nevada, which focused on four key topics 
of climate concerns: extreme heat, drought, public transportation, and attainable housing.  
 
Through conversations with 186 Southern Nevada residents, the NEJC and RTC learned valuable insights 
from community members who live in neighborhoods disproportionately impacted by heat. Findings of the 
sessions will be presented by the NEJC for discussion among Southern Nevada Strong Steering Committee 
members.  
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REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION OF SOUTHERN NEVADA 

Agenda Item 
 
Subject:  Southern Nevada Strong Underutilized Lands Inventory 

Petitioner:  Andrew Kjellman, Senior Director of Metropolitan Planning Organization, RTC 

Recommendation 
by Petitioner: 

Lands Underutilized Nevada Southern Strongon presentation a Receive the
Inventory map results and through an interactive discussion, identify future map 
features and potential opportunities to facilitate redevelopment (FOR POSSIBLE 
ACTION)  

Goals:  Support regional planning efforts to improve economic vitality and education and 
invest in complete communities  

Meeting: Southern Nevada Strong Steering Committee - Oct 31 2024 

 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
None 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
The Regional Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada is co-leading a study to identify vacant and 
underutilized parcels within existing neighborhoods for new housing and job creation opportunities. 
Definitions of underutilized land vary across the United States, prompting the development of Southern 
Nevada’s own regional definition and categorization to thoughtfully promote infill development.   
 
During the July 25, 2024, Southern Nevada Strong (SNS) Steering Committee meeting, participants 
provided input on how to define underutilized land and shared potential data sources with the project 
team. The region’s first underutilized and vacant land inventory map has been developed based on 
feedback from the SNS Steering Committee and project stakeholder groups, which includes 30 federal, 
state, and local experts in land use, infrastructure, real estate, and economic development. The project 
team will share the resulting map and through a facilitated dialogue, SNS Steering Committee members 
will discuss the following:  
  

 How can jurisdictions best utilize these inventories and results to plan development across the 
area?  

 How can the development community use the results to best engage jurisdictions regarding infill 
and redevelopment opportunities? 

 What features would SNS Steering Committee members like to see in future versions of the map? 
  
Following the discussion, staff will share the next steps for continued engagement of the project 
stakeholder committee and use of the inventory in SNS Regional Plan update scenario planning.  
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REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION OF SOUTHERN NEVADA 

Agenda Item 
 
Subject: Southern Nevada Strong Regional Plan 

Petitioner:  Andrew Kjellman, Senior Director of Metropolitan Planning Organization, RTC 

Recommendation 
by Petitioner: 

Receive a presentation on the Southern Nevada Strong Regional Plan update and 
provide feedback on the work plan, community engagement plan framework, and 
kick-off event (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 

Goals:  Support regional planning efforts to improve economic vitality and education and 
invest in complete communities  

Meeting: Southern Nevada Strong Steering Committee - Oct 31 2024 

 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
None 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
The 2015 Southern Nevada Strong (SNS) Regional Plan (Regional Plan) was created as a vision to manage 
the expected growth in Southern Nevada, a region that is expected to reach a population of over three 
million people by 2050. The Regional Plan is a blueprint for a diversified economy and sustainable, transit-
oriented communities that revitalize existing neighborhoods. Since the Regional Plan was developed, the 
Regional Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada’s Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) has 
served as the Regional Plan administrator, a role that also includes leading Regional Plan updates.  
  
Recognizing the many environmental, economic, demographic, and public policy changes that have 
occurred over the last decade, the SNS Steering Committee directed MPO staff to initiate a Regional Plan 
update. 
  
Procurement for the Regional Plan update is now complete and ECOnorthwest is under contract to 
complete the Regional Plan update over the next 18 months. The contracted scope includes the delivery of 
an activity centers analysis; regional housing market study and strategy; a scenario planning process to 
identify desired locations of future growth and housing product mix, resulting in a parcel-based vision map 
to guide future land use, density, and related infrastructure investment; and a five-year performance-
based action plan and recommended governance and staffing structure for immediate implementation of 
the Regional Plan. 
  
The project team will provide the SNS Steering Committee with an overview of the work plan for achieving 
these deliverables; highlight how and when SNS Steering Committee members, stakeholders, and the 
community can contribute to the planning process; and discuss the upcoming Regional Plan Update Kick-
off event for feedback from the SNS Steering Committee. 
  
The Regional Plan can be found at the following link: https://www.southernnevadastrong.org/. 
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REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION OF SOUTHERN NEVADA 

Agenda Item 
 
Subject: Southern Nevada Strong Grant Opportunities and Coordination 

Petitioner:  Andrew Kjellman, Senior Director of Metropolitan Planning Organization, RTC 

Recommendation 
by Petitioner: 

Provide an update on and discusses current and future grant opportunities and 
coordination efforts between regional partners 

Goals:  Support regional planning efforts to improve economic vitality and education and 
invest in complete communities  

Meeting: Southern Nevada Strong Steering Committee - Oct 31 2024 

 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
None 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
Staff will provide an update on the following regional grants coordination activities:  
  

 Federal grant applications in development by the Regional Transportation Commission of Southern 
Nevada that support Southern Nevada Strong Regional Plan implementation;  

 Regional Grants Coordination Working Group activities, a group of 25 regional partners that 
convenes regularly to share information related to grant funding opportunities; and 

 Regional grants strategy element of the Regional Transportation Plan, which will identify unfunded 
needs and catalytic projects that may be funded by future federal grants 

  
Following a brief presentation, Southern Nevada Strong Steering Committee members will be invited to 
share any grant applications in development that support the Southern Nevada Strong Regional Plan 
implementation.  
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REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION OF SOUTHERN NEVADA 

Agenda Item 
 
Subject: 2025 Nevada Legislative Session – Regional Planning Coordination 

Petitioner:  Andrew Kjellman, Senior Director of Metropolitan Planning Organization, RTC 

Recommendation 
by Petitioner: 

Share updates on the 83rd (2025) Session of the Nevada Legislature bill drafts and 
policy for opportunitiesidentify andplanning regional torelated changes 
collaboration (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 

Goals:  Support regional planning efforts to improve economic vitality and education and 
invest in complete communities  

Meeting: Southern Nevada Strong Steering Committee - Oct 31 2024 

 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
None 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
The 83rd (2025) Session of the Nevada Legislature occurs from February 2025 through June 2025 and has 
potential to support implementation of Southern Nevada Strong (SNS) Steering Committee’s vision for a 
sustainable and resilient community. In preparation for the upcoming legislative session, SNS Steering 
Committee members will share concepts for bill drafts and legislative changes identified by member 
organizations that relate to regional planning. Opportunities for regional collaboration on legislation in 
support of SNS implementation (e.g. infill development) will also be identified.      
  
Information sharing and coordination related to the Nevada Legislative Session supports the following SNS 
Regional Plan action: 
  

2.5.3. Coordinate with local jurisdictions to explore state legislative initiatives that will remove 
obstacles and promote opportunities for implementation of the Regional Plan goals and objectives.  
  

During the July 25, 2024, SNS Steering Committee meeting, members briefly discussed potential bills and 
requested a follow-up agenda item at the October 31, 2024, SNS Steering Commitee meeting.  
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REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION OF SOUTHERN NEVADA 

Agenda Item 
 
Subject: Southern Nevada Strong Regional Plan Implementation Updates 

Petitioner:  Andrew Kjellman, Senior Director of Metropolitan Planning Organization, RTC 

Recommendation 
by Petitioner: 

Share current work activities and priorities related to implementation of the 
Southern Nevada Strong Regional Plan 

Goals:  Support regional planning efforts to improve economic vitality and education and 
invest in complete communities  

Meeting: Southern Nevada Strong Steering Committee - Oct 31 2024 

 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
None 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
Relationship building and information sharing are critical to achieving goals and objectives identified in the 
Southern Nevada Strong Regional Plan Implementation Matrix linked at: 
https://www.southernnevadastrong.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Implementation-Matrix-final-
web.pdf. Southern Nevada Strong Steering Committee members will share recent work activities, 
challenges, and opportunities related to the implementation of the Southern Nevada Strong Regional Plan.   
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REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION OF SOUTHERN NEVADA 

Agenda Item 
 
Subject: Southern Nevada Strong Steering Committee Role and Future Meetings 

Petitioner:  Andrew Kjellman, Senior Director of Metropolitan Planning Organization, RTC 

Recommendation 
by Petitioner: 

Identify future Southern Nevada Strong Steering Committee meeting dates,
location(s), and agenda items (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 

Goals:  Support regional planning efforts to improve economic vitality and education and 
invest in complete communities  

Meeting: Southern Nevada Strong Steering Committee - Oct 31 2024 

 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
None 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
Since 2016, the Southern Nevada Strong (SNS) Steering Committee has served as a forum for information 
sharing and collaboration among public and non-profit sector organizations involved in SNS Regional Plan 
implementation. In 2025, the SNS Steering Committee’s role is envisioned to focus on guiding the SNS 
Regional Plan update.  
  
Due to this changing role, the SNS Regional Plan update consultant team and Regional Transportation 
Commission of Southern Nevada (RTC) staff proposes increasing the frequency of SNS Steering Committee 
meetings from quarterly to every other month in order to substantially complete the Regional Plan by 
December 2025. Staff seeks feedback from the SNS Steering Committee on this proposed schedule change. 
  
Additionally, staff seeks input on the following topics for the next SNS Steering Committee meeting, which 
is currently scheduled on January 30, 2025 (subject to change):  
  

1. SNS Regional Plan Update: SWOT analysis results, regional activity centers analysis and proposed 
locations, future housing needs, and scenario planning guiding principles;  

2. SNS Steering Committee chair rotation (moved from October 2024); 
3. Legislative session coordination (if time allows) 

  
In closing, staff will share next steps to complete a minor update to the RTC Policies and Procedures SNS 
Steering Committee bylaws in preparation for the Regional Plan update.  
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REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION OF SOUTHERN NEVADA 

Agenda Item 
 
Subject: Final Citizens Participation 

Petitioner:  Andrew Kjellman, Senior Director of Metropolitan Planning Organization, RTC 

Recommendation 
by Petitioner: 

Conduct a comment period for citizens participation 

Goals:  Support regional planning efforts to improve economic vitality and education and 
invest in complete communities  

Meeting: Southern Nevada Strong Steering Committee - Oct 31 2024 

 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
None by this action 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
In accordance with State of Nevada Open Meeting Law, the Regional Transportation Commission of 
Southern Nevada (RTC) Southern Nevada Strong (SNS) Steering Committee shall invite interested persons 
to make comments.  For the initial Citizens Participation, the public should address items on the current 
agenda.  For the final Citizens Participation, interested persons may make comments on matters within the 
SNS Steering Committee’s jurisdiction, but not necessarily on the current agenda. 
  
No action can be taken on any matter discussed under this item, although the SNS Steering Committee can 
direct that it be placed on a future agenda. 
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